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Knowledge Transfer and Exchange 
Public and community engagement is a multifaceted and complex activity 
that requires a wide range of skills in communication and project 
management. Public lectures, conferences, and symposia were some of the 
many activities that were used for public engagement that were used by 
neuroscientists in Venezuela to demonstrate social impact of neuroscience 
research and to influence practice and policies resulting from research. 
The following were some of the events held in Maracaibo, Venezuela:
- Brain Awareness Week: March 16-22, 2009. Included worshops for 

school teachers coming from the poorest areas of Zulia´s State, posters 
exhibitions and conferences of neuroscientists and media interviews.

- Each Brain is a World: May 28, 2009.  An event that took place in 
Maracaibo, where 18 advocacy groups (Addictions, Autism, AD, PD, HD, 
Down syndrome, Schizofrenia were some of the conditions represented)  
led by the Neuroscience Laboratory at University of Zulia was attended 
for more than 1000 people.  The overall topic was accepting the 
differences in brain function, as the basis of individuality.  

-Maracaibo I Neuroscience Contest: July 22, 2009.  Students from 15 
public high schools participated in a contest similar to the Brain Bee 
contest, but that included 2 months of mentoring at University of Zulia.  A 
presentation about the ethical challenges imposed by brain disorders was 
required for each of the contestants. 
-School of Caregivers: A monthly public meeting for caregivers was 
installed, with a curriculum based on the values and actitudes required to 
be an effective caregiver.  Empathy, patience, compassion, G-tube feeding, 
Foley catheter use, brain donation are some of the topics tackled by the 
school.
-Newspaper column by neuroscientists: weekly a column in the DIario La 
Verdad is focused on the social impact of neuroscience research.
-XII Interdisciplinary Simposium on ALzheimer´s Disease: October 15, 
2009, Neuroscientists presented advances in AD, a special focus was given 
to the appreaciation of the abilities that remain n the AD patient.

Academic Initiatives where Neuroethics has been inserted
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Certificate Program: Addiction Counceling at University of Zulia, led by 
Dr. Ali AYubi.  
Certificate Program: Language and Communication, at UPEL, led by Dr. 
Beatriz Valles
Certificate Program: Common Disorders in the elderly research 
training program, at Unversity of Zulia led by Dr. Gladys Maestre
Seminar: Social Implications of Neuroscience Research, at the Doctoral 
Program in Human Sciences, at University of Zulia, led by Dr. Orlando 
Castejón.
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Public Engagement Events
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Brain Awareness Week, 2009
March 16-22, 2009

I Maracaibo Neuroscience 
Contest Winners, July 22, 2009

Music for Memory Workshop
March 17, 2009

Each Brain is a World
May 28, 2009

18 Advocacy groups met with 
neuroscientists

1,000 person attended the 
event

Alzheimer´s Event
October 15, 2009

Neuroscience Exhibition
Maracaibo May 28, 2009

TV Interviews of Dr. Adam 
Brickman and G. Maestre
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